RITUAL OF THE EQUINOX 


OPENING 


This Opening Ceremony is to be used in place of the regular O=O Opening, 
at the meeting held at the Equinox or a day following the Equinox, whichever 
is convenient. In any case, it must be held during the week following the 
Equinox. This meeting may take place instead of the regular meeting for the 
month in which the Equinox occurs, but the time of the Equinox meeting 
should always be on the Equinox date or during the following week. The 
Closing is the same as the regular O=O Closing. 


Before the meeting, the H-r arranges furniture as in O=O Opening, except 
that the Cup of the P-r is placed on the Triangle on the altar. Then, when H- 
r has notified EA that all is ready and has opened the portal (or portals), the 
members should line up for entering. The order of entrance is: P-r; C-n 
carrying censer; A-t; A-n; Senior 4=7 members; O=O members; 1=10 
members; Junior 4=7 members; 3=8 members; and 2=9 members. 


H-r: Opens portal and returns to first station, facing North if the Portal is 
in the South-West [or South if the Portal is in the North-West], with staff 
uplifted at 45° angle and lamp held at heart. 

EA: *** Fratres et Sorores, take your stations and places. 

All: Members and officers enter in the order described above, passing the 
portal with the present Password and Neophyte Signs, and go directly to 
their stations or seats, where they remain standing. 

H-r: When all are at places, closes the portal. 

EA: Be seated. 

EA: Sits. All sit. 


EA: V.H.H. (Frater/Soror) I-r., please perform the Lesser Banishing 
Ritual of the Pentagram. 


Imper. (Performs the LBRP) 


EA: * (Rises) 
All: (Rise) 
EA:  Fratres et Sorores of the _.._.._.., let us celebrate the festival of the 


(Vernal/ Autumnal) Equinox. (Frater/Soror) H-r, proclaim the fact. 
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H-r: 


PROCLAMATION 


Goes to EA’s right front, as usual, salutes as in 0=O Opening, faces 


west, raises staff and says: 


EA: 


EA: 


A-t: 


In the Name of the Lord of the Universe and by command of the EA, 
I proclaim the (Vernal/Autumnal) Equinox. (Returns to station.) 


Let us, according to ancient custom, consecrate the return of the 
(Vernal/Autumnal) Equinox. 


ANTIPHONY 
Light A-n: Darkness 
East West 
Air Water 


I am the Reconciler between them. 


EA and A-n: Give sign of Projected Light and Sign of Silence to the A-t 
(center of the temple). A-t gives signs to the altar. 


C-n: 


A-t: 


Heat P-r Cold 
South North 
Fire Earth 


I am the Reconciler between them. 


P-r/C-n: Give both signs to the A-t. 


A-t: Gives signs towards the altar. 


EA: 


C-n: 


A-n: 


P-r: 


A-t: 


One Creator. 

One Preserver. 
One Destroyer. 
One Redeemer. 


One Reconciler between them. 


All: Officers give both signs to the center of the temple (A-t’s station). A-t 
gives signs to the altar. Officers remain standing. Members sit. 


RESIGNATION OF OFFICE 


Ofc.: The outgoing officers, in turn, beginning with the EA [EA, PA, A-n, A- 
t, H-r, C-n, P-r, Sent.] remove their mantles and insignia of office [EA 
retains his/her mantle until later in the ceremony], quit their posts by the 
left side, and go with Sun to East of Altar, facing west. Then, except for the 
P-r, whose cup is already on the Triangle on the altar, each lay on the altar 
his/her ensign, t.e., scepter, sword, censer, and staff; and says, while 
holding the ensign up in the air before them: 


Inthe nameA____,I resign my 
(name of implement and lamen). 


A-t: A-t stands on the south side of the altar until recewing the Lamp from 
the H-r. 


P-r: P-r says this also, although he/she does not carry the cup to the 
altar. 


Ofc.: Immediately after resigning their ensign, the officers pick up one 
symbol from the altar. The EA takes the rose, A-n the cup, H-r takes 
nothing but surrenders his/her lamp to A-t, who waits at the altar for it. 
EA and A-n return to stations, with the Sun, as soon as they leave insignia 
and take rose and cup. A-t returns to his/her station as soon as he/she 
has received H-r’s lamp. H-r returns to station as soon as he/she has 
placed staff on the altar and surrendered his/her lamp. C-n takes red 
lamp, P-r takes bread and salt. Both return to their stations. Officers 
remain standing, facing as usual and holding symbols taken from the 
altar. 


EA: (Frater/Soror) H-r, advance to the North. 


All: Members, headed by Second Order and in precedence of Grades, 
leave their places and form in the North-western quarter of the temple. H-r 
stands North, and others form behind H-r along the North-West side, facing 
East. 


H-r leads them to the East, where they are arranged along the temple's 
East side, in as many rows as may be necessary. H-r at the Southeast 
end of the front row. Following the lead of the H-r, procession faces East. 


ADORATION TO LORD OF THE ELEMENTS 


EA: (Holding rose in hand and facing west, says:) 
Let us adore the Lord of the Universe. 


All.: 


EA: 


(Faces East and raises rose) 
Holy art Thou, Lord of the Air, 
Who has created the firmament! 


(Makes the symbol of Aquarius *« with the rose. Puts rose down on 
pedestal.) 


Give both signs toward East. 


Faces West again. 


H-r: Moves procession South to the C-n. H-r at the front line of members. 
Following the lead of the H-r, procession faces South. 


C-n: 


All: 


C-n: 


H-r: 


All: 


A-n: 


H-r: 


(Holding Red Lamp and facing North, says:) 

Let us adore the Lord of the Universe. 

(Faces South and raises red lamp.) 

Holy art Thou, Lord of the Fire, 

Wherein Thou has shown forth the throne of Thy Glory! 

(C-n makes the sign of Leo, d? in the air with lamp. Puts lamp down 
on pedestal.) 


Give both signs toward South. 
Faces North again. 


Moves procession West, facing station of A-n. H-r at North-west end 
of the front line of members. 


(Holding cup in hands and facing East says:) 

Let us adore the Lord of the Universe. 

(Faces west and raises cup). 

Holy art Thou, Lord of the Waters, 

Whereon Thy Spirit did move at the Beginning! 
(A-n traces with the cup the symbol of Scorpio M,. 
Puts cup down on pedestal.) 


Give both signs toward the west. 
Faces East. 


Moves procession North, facing station of the P-r H-r at North-East 


end of the front line of members. 


P-r: 


(Facing South, holding paten of bread and salt, says:) 
Let us adore the Lord of the Universe. 
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All: 


P-r: 


(Faces North and raises paten of bread). 
Holy art Thou, Lord of the Earth, 
Which Thou has made Thy footstool! 


(P-r traces symbol of Taurus d? with paten of bread and salt. Puts 
down paten on pedestal.) 


Give both signs toward the North. 


Faces South again. 


All: The members now return to their usual places, following the course of 
the Sun around the temple. 


H-r: 


All: 


A-t: 


All: 


Ofc.: 


Return to station. 
Face as usual. 


(Facing West) 

Let us adore the Lord of the Universe. 

(Raises up H-r’s lantern and pauses.) 

Holy art Thou, Who art in all things. 

If I climb up into Heaven, Thou art there. 

If I go down into Hell, Thou art there also. 

If I take the Wings of the Morning and flee unto the uttermost parts 
of the Sea, even there shalt Thine Hand lead me, and thy right hand 
shall hold me. 

If I say, Peradventure, the darkness shall cover me, even the 
darkness shall be Light unto Thee! 


Thine is the Air with its Movement! 

Thine is the Fire with its Flashing Flame! 

Thine is the Water with its Flux and Reflux! 

Thine is the Earth with its enduring Stability! 

A-t makes across with H-r’s lantern. Put lantern on the pedestal. 


Give both signs to the altar. 


EA, A-n, A-t, C-n, and P-r, in turn, restore to the altar the rose, cup, 


H-r’s lantern in the center of the altar, red lamp and bread and salt. Each 
officer returns to their station, moving with the Sun as soon as he/she has 
put his symbol on the altar. All stand East of the Altar, facing west, as 
they replace their symbols. Each officer, except EA, now returns to sit with 
their Grade leaving all but EA’s throne vacant. 


SEMESTER PASSWORD 


The Pr-l, or appointed official, will announce the Equinox and the new 
password. One chime or gong may be used. 


ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE 


The incoming officers now go to the altar, in the order of EA, PA, A-n, A-t, 
H-r, C-n, P-r and Sentinel or, if the same officers retain their posts, they go 
one by one and take their insignia. Each officer, in turn, says: 

Ofc.: By andinthenameA____ _ , | claim my 
(name of implement and lamen). 


(If new officers, they take their new stations.) 
(Outgoing EA bestows mantle on incoming EA) 


All: Sit. 


P-r: Fratres et Sorores of the Order of the _/_/_/1!, behold you’re EA, 
installed and enthroned, and by the power in me vested, I proclaim 
(him/her) the Revealer of Mysteries among you for the ensuing six 
months, being part of that temporal period through which we are 
conducted into Light. 


Very Honored (Frater/Soror), in the presence of the Children of your 
Temple, I call upon you to make your Confession. 


EA: 


H-r: 


EA’S CONFESSION 


(Rises) Fratres et Sorores of the _.._.._..,! seeing that the whole 
intention of the Lesser Mysteries, or of external initiation, is by the 
intervention of the Symbol, Ceremonial, and Sacrament, to lead the 
Soul that it may be withdrawn from the attraction of matter and 
delivered from the absorption therein whereby it walks in darkness, 
knowing not whence it cometh nor whither it goes; and seeing also, 
that thus withdrawn, the Soul by true direction must be brought to 
study of Divine Things, that it may offer the only pure and 
acceptable sacrifice, which is love expressed towards God, Humanity 
and the Universe; now, therefore, I confess and testify thereto, from 
my throne in this temple, and I promise, so far as in me lies, to lead 
you by the Rites of this Order, faithfully conserved, and exhibited 
with becoming reverence, that through such love and such sacrifice, 
you may be prepared in due time for the greater Mysteries, the 
Supreme and inward Initiation. (Sits.) 


(Frater/Soror) H-r, please see that the articles on the altar are 
properly arranged. 


Goes to Altar and arranges articles properly and returns to station. 


PURIFICATION 


EA: (Frater/Soror) P-r, I command you to purify the Temple and the 
Initiates by Water. 


P-r: Advances diagonally from station to East of the temple, before the 
throne of EA, carrying the cup in both hands. Facing EA, P-r gives Sign of 
Respect, to which EA responds as usual. P-r then holds cup at the heart 
center and says: 


I purify by Water. 
Dips right thumb, forefinger, and middle finger held together in the cup of 


water and sprinkles 3 times toward the East to form the points of a water 
triangle: 


1 2 
3 

P-r then turns in place to face the C-n in the South and says: 

I purify by Water. 
P-r sprinkles again, then face west and say: 

I purify by Water. 
Sprinkles then face their station in the North & say: 

I purify by Water. 


Sprinkles a fourth time, then faces east again, gives the Sign of Respect, 
turns with the Sun to face own station, and walks there directly. At the 
station, places the cup on the pedestal, faces the EA and says: 


P-r: The Temple is cleansed. 
(Remains standing at station, facing south, during the consecration.) 


CONSECRATION 


EA: (Frater/Soror) C-n, I command you to consecrate the Temple and 
the Initiates with Fire. 


C-n: Prepares the censer with fresh incense. The censer should be 
actively smoking. Advances diagonally from station to East of the temple, 
before the throne of EA, carrying censer in both hands. Facing East, C-n 
gives the Sign of Respect, to which the EA responds. Then, holding the 
censer at heart level, C-n says: 


C-n: I consecrate with Fire. 


C-n: Censes with three thrusts towards the East, to form the points of a 
fire triangle, thus: 


2 3 
Turn in place to face own station, and say: 
I consecrate with Fire. 
Censes again then face west and say: 


I consecrate with Fire. 


Censes then face the P-r’s station and say: 
I consecrate with Fire. 


Censes a 4" time, faces east, gives the Sign of Respect, turns with the Sun 
to face their own station, and walks there directly. At station, places the 
censer on the pedestal, faces the EA, and says: 


C-n: The Temple is consecrated. 
(Remains standing at station, facing North.) 


MYSTIC CIRCUMAMBULATION 


EA: (Rises.) Let the Mystic Circumambulation take place in the Path of 
Light. 


All: At the word “Light,” all members rise and form the procession in the 
North. 


Formation with Members in All Grades? 


When the whole procession ts in motion, it is in the following order: H-r, A- 
t, Lr, C-s, PA, 2"¢ Order Members, A-n, O=O, P-r, 1=10, 2=9, C-n, 3=8, Ur. 
4=7, Sr. 4=7. 


EA: When officers and members have arrived at accustomed stations and 
places: 


The mystic circumambulation is accomplished. It is symbolic of 
the rising Light. 


EA: Waits until the designated member goes to the light switch, switches 
on the light, and returns. 


EA then continues: 


EA: Let us invoke the Lord of the Universe. 
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All: 


EA: 


All: 


INVOCATION 


(Face East.) 


(Raises scepter.) Be Thy Name Blessed, O Lord of the Universe, unto 
the Eternal Ages. Unto the members of this Order be Thou 
Propitious and grant them at last, the Summum Bonun, for the gift 
of the Perfect Wisdom, the gift of the Sacred Stone are with Thee in 
Thine Eternal Light, by the Power of the Secret Name. 


Amen. 


Members salute with both signs. Officers lower their insignia. All face as 


usual. 


EA: 


(Frater/Soror) H-r, in the Name of the Lord of the Universe, I 
command you to declare that the (Vernal/Autumnal) Equinox has 
returned and that this temple has been attuned to the secret forces 
operating until the Equinox to come. 


DECLARATION 


H-r: Advances to EA’s right front, salutes as usual and facing west, 
holding staff aloft says: 


In the Name of the Lord of the Universe and by command of the EA, 
I declare that the Sun has entered (Aries/Libra), the sign of the 
(Vernal/Autumnal) Equinox and that this temple has been attuned 
to the forces in operation for the half-year ensuing. 


(H-r returns to his/her station with the Sun.) 


11 


MYSTIC WORDS 


EA: Khabs. ; 
A-n: Am. * 
A-t: Pekht. * 
A-n: Konx. * 
A-t: Om. 

EA: Pax. * 
A-t: Light. 

EA: In. * 


A-n: Extension. * 


THE SIGNS 


EA: Fratres et Sorores, the signs. 


All: Members and Officers give both signs. 
EA: EA sits. All sit. 
RECESS 


EA: * * I now declare a suspension of work in this Lodge until the 
Initiates are recalled to their stations and places by the H-r. 


END OF EQUINOX OPENING 
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